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more often going hungry. He flitted across the desert
fastnesses, sometimes hunting, sometimes hunted,
The soft downiness of beds knew him not. A hole
scratched in the sand for his hip, and he had to be
content, and was content, for in that position the
sword comes readily to hand, and the soft drowsiness
of sleep does not linger upon bruised and aching
flesh.
The Ottoman Government was never enamoured
of al Saud, whom it strove to misrepresent in the
eyes of the  Muslim world,  accusing  the clan of
introducing into Muslim thought matters that were
outside the Koran.   It made mischief between the
clan and the Egyptians, split the community into
warring factions, and did everything which a wily
and subtle Porte could to bring about its extinction.
The gradual rise to power of the youthful descend-
ant of the great Wahhabi Emir caused the Porte
not a little uneasiness, and in Nejd the powerful
al Rashid was constantly reinforced against al Saud.
The Sultan dreaded more than anything else the
rise of a powerful Arab kingdom, for in this he saw
the death-knell of his position as Caliph*
The conquest of el Hasa in 1913 brought Ibn Saud
to the Persian Gulf, and it was here, discovering
that he had many interests with the British, that he
first established relations with them. Shortly after
His conquest of Hedjaz, he concluded a treaty of
friendship with them, whereby he strengthened and
consolidated the old ties, and further enhanced their
purpose by establishing the first Saudi Arabian
legation in London.